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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF GENERALH BIERIDAN
AND COMBTOCK.

Baxtiago, Texas, February 12.—General Bheri-
dan arrived here yesterduy morning from New
Orleans on the steamer Alabama.
diately rtarted for White's Ranche by a specinl
irain for the purpose of consulting with General
Wright, After remaining nbout three hours at
the latter's headquarters, clogely closeted with
Generdl Wriglit during the whole time, Genersl
Sheridan returned to Brazes, and immediately
left for New Orleane on the stenmship Crescend,
The vxactnature of the interview is not as yvet
publicly known, but there is no doubt hut that
the late troubles on the Kio Grande,culminating
m the capture of Baedad, were the coause of the
LGenerals hasty visit here,

Genernl Comstock, of General Grant's sinf,
arrived here the duy previous on the steamer
Crescent on ofiicial business, und proceeded at
once to Brownsville. He returned yesterday,
and leaves for New Oricans on the same ste sner
with General Sheridst.

The Matamoras Rancheroof the 10th inst, has
the following:—

“There are strong reasons te believe that the
distinguished commander of the Federal forces
on the Rio Grande—of the Depariment of Texas,
in fact—ix alsposed to hold in check the outlaws
who have for three parts of a vear held undis-
puted sway on that side of the river, Added to
s mind of more than ordinary power, he has a
personal charncter to keep him nbove the coss-
poel into which too many betore him fell, 'The
vietimg of assasciuntion falling thick and fast
around admonieh him of the work of his prede-
cessors, and into how dirty n state of affairs he
has become, perigps unconscously, embroiled.
The road before the General, however, is broad
cpongh for him to travel without danger of
marring his epaulets, He has spoken thus fur
ke a man of purpose; but let him do the best he
can, it will only be the work of lecking the stable
after the horse has been stolen,”

Aund the same journal savs on the Bth in-
gtant:—*“We mentioned yesterday that General
Eheridan refused to allow o boat to leave New
Orleans with emigranis for Mexico. Bince then
we have conversed with severn]l persons who
were on board the vessel at the time she was
stopped, General SBheridan guve no reason for
not allowing the emlgrants ‘o leave; and ouly
gaid thut the women sud children eould go, but
that the men could not. '

FIGRT BETWERN THE FORCEE OF CORIINAS AND
CANALES,

A fight took place a day or two ago about 20
miles ahove Matamorns, on the Mexicun side, be-
tween the forces of the Liberal chiefs Cortinas
and Onnales, resulting, it is fe in several
killed and wounded on both aides, Cortinas was
defeated. The full particulars of the affray have
not yet reached here, Rumors, however, are

lenty. 1 eay that the fignt took place on the

exican side, as the forces of these partisan
leaders have heretofore crossed and recrossed
the Rlo Grande &t pleasure. The conse-
quence is that outrages, robbery, and even mur-
Jcr have been committed to an alarming extent
on the Amorican side of the frontier, as well
a8 on the Moexiean side. and efiorts are new
being mude to eflectunlly rid the Texns side of
these pests, =0 that Americans can travel on
their own soil without the danger of having
their thronts cut by their Mexican friends. The
military autborities st Brownsyille have done
all in Lheir power to arrest the gullty parties and
bring them to justice, hut kave never prohibited
the Liberals 1rom visiting this side whenoaver
they thought proper to do so. With the copsent
of the millwry, the cltizens have determined to
clear them out of the country, by organizing
themselves in a body for this aumnm under the
leadership of Colonel John 5. l-‘ord, formerly
Rebel Commissloner of Paroles.

MURDERS NHAR BROWKNBVILLE,

To proye to _your renders how dangerous it ia
to travel in thig part of the country, I will relate
an inedent or two which have occurred In this
neighborhood doring the past few days:—

athanfel Windsor, n private of Company O,
4ith Wisconsin Cavalry, and Herman Burmistier,
E&q,, of the well-known firm of Droeys, Oelling
& (‘,o.. of Matamoras, left Brownsville for Bruzos
Saptingo; the lormer with cerpatches from Gene-
ral Weitzel to General Clarke i1n relation to the
Bagdad Mihtary Commisston, the latter s witness
betore that Commission. These men ware both
wl!:lid. lassoed, murdered, snd robbed, Wind-
sor's despatches were pro'tmbly the principal
cauge why he was wayiaid, while Barmistier
was evideotly assnssinuted for booty snd, may
be, revenge.

The remaine of both thie poor fellows were
dicgovered by a soout numed Miller, sent out for
that Pﬂrpooe. Windsor, the benrer of despatches,
was found hanging by the neck from a tree near
the road, end not more than seven miles from
Brownsyille. The villains who murdered him had
stripped the body ol all the clothing with the
exception of the shirt,

Mr, Burmistier's body was found "about two
miles further on, It had bern also hung wpon
tree and nlﬂ%l ot everything, but through de-

ton fallen to the ground, where it
b ptumlﬁn% # horrible spectacle. eﬁ:h
Windeor and Mr. Burmistier were mounted when
they left Brownsville,

In a previous letter I stated that three United
States officers were attacked and shot when only

He imme-

three miles from Brownsville, n Morey,
who was shot through the 1 is still alive,
Captain Cook Is recoverivg. No further clue
towards the discovery of the murderers has been

found.

Lieutenant Lorenty, of the 118th United States
Colored was waylaid and o fow
nights mlg ua’u:umne. He
escaped w
beyond the town.

d rom
Bt
}om. they oup off his m ‘tﬂ;

‘ork Herold,

b
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The Great Railroad Controyersy.

Decision in Favor of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroed Company.

Important Opinion by Justice Read.

Burreme Covnr ar Nisi Prive N Equity—
Justice Rend.—The Philadelphin and Erle Rail-
road Company and the Pennsylvania Railroad
Company vs. The Catawissa Railrond Company,
the Atinntic and Great Western Railroad Com-
pany, and the Philadelphia and Reading Rall-
road Company, This morning Justice Read de-
livered the opinion in the above ocnse, which on
its argument was very fully reporied in our
columne, The magnitude of the question in-
volved, and the 1mportunce of the great
interesta at stake, both to our citizens and
to the city iteelf, have oreated a feeling
of deep interest, and the general Iwm-
portance of the cause iteelf, ms woll as the
Jearniug and ability of the counsel engnged in
discussion, have averywhere attracted sttention
to ita it. For the Philadelphia and Erie and the
Pennsylvenia Rallrogd Companias Theodore Cuy-
ler and Chas. Gibbons, Esqe., appeared, while the
companies defendant were represented by Hon,
Jereminh B. Black, Hon. Robert J. Walker,
George W. Biddle, Esq., Alexander Henry, Bsq.,
George M. Wharton, Bsq., Judge Church, W.
Hayward Drayton, and Franklin O. Gowen,
Evqe.

The decizion of the Court is in favor of the
complmmnhi, #nd the opinlon is as follows:—

BurneME Counr oF PENNSYLVANIA IN AND FOR
ar Easteny Disrmicr, Januwry Term, 1806,
In equity.—The Philadelpbia and Erie Railrosd
Compuny and the Penusylvania Rwlroad Com-
pany vi, The Catawissa Railrond Company
and The Western Centrul Railroad Company of
Pennsylvenia, and The Atlantie and Great West:
ern Kallway Company of the States of Ohlo,
New York, and Peunsylvania. Andrew Scott
ve. the sume. Read, J.

The real question in thia case is whether the
railronds ¢f the Atlantic and Great Western
Ruilway Company sud the Philadelphia and
Erie Rallrond Company are eonvecting roads
within the meaning of the Acts ot Assembly of
the 13th March, 1847, the 20th March, 1859, and
the 234 April, 18615 for, if they are such con-
neeting roads, then the first.-named road is con-
nected by means of an intervening railroad with
the Catawissa Ruilroad, which is unquestionably
directly connected with the rosd of the Phila-
delphia and Erte Railroad Company.

e rond of the Allantic and Great Western
interscots the Pailadelphin and Erie Rosd st
Corry, in the county of Erie. Does it connect
&a well as inferseot 2 The one has a guage of six
tect, and the other of four feet sight and a half
inches. The ome runs across the State, and by
means of connecting roads forms a through line

&)
| enploeers, locomotive mgtutnrm
our empl

from New York to Dayton, Ohio, with further |

western connections, whilst tne other road is
entirely on Pennsylvanin soil, and conneets the
city and harbor of Erie with the city and port of
Philedelphis, the commereial metropolis of the
State.

There is necessarily a break of guage at
Corry, and the cars and locomotives of one road
ecannot run upon the other road,
gical impossibility, as the two rosds are now
constructed and are proved to the Court to exist
at the present moment. If all the rolling stock
of one rond were by an accldent destroyéd, or
withdrawn, the remaining road could not operate

it with their rolling stock, although pertectly | Cdth ol Sosdwiy. ‘6f bridees. ¢absnkmsnts
. § ,

willing te supply the wants ol the intersecting
rond. There can therelore be, and there i not,
any mechanical conuection between the two
roads,

But as the opinions of eminent engineers on
both sides have been Iaid before us as to their
nderetandin
ronds or roads ‘‘directly or by means o
vening raflroads connected with each other,” it
becomes necessary to look into the hisior,
the rallrogo system generally, and partic
of that of this Bate,

The Liverpool and Manchester Rallway,
planned and executed by George Stephenson,
was opened thirty-six {ura ago with steam loco-
motive power, brought Into successful operation
by the genius and skill of this distinguished en-

neer.  The gavge of this road was fifty-six and
a hall inches, being that of the conl roads then
in use, Three vears alterwards Parlinment antho-
rized the constroction of a rallwayfrom London to
Birmivgham. This railweay was of the sawme
guage, and built by the same engineers; aud has
since grown into the London and Northwest-
ern Ruillway, with 1224 miles of road, on which
have been expended over fitty-two milliong of
pounds sterling, snd of whose mansgement and
gperations a most interesting sccount i given in
ll‘::‘ Quarterly Review for December, 1848, The
half-yearly dividend of thie road for the first half

ly

« 01 18056 was three per cent,

The scheme for the Great Western Railway,
running from the city «f Bristol to London,
origmnuted with the co tion of the first
named place, and it8 principal merchants In
1832, and was encouraged by the commercial
erinblishments in Irelaud and Wales transacting
business with either, or both of those cities, The
aot of incorporation was obtained on the 318t of
Aupgust, 1835, und Mr. J. Kinadom Brunel, who
had muode the preliminary surveys, was elected
a8 the engiueer, and under his advice the gn
of seven teet or eighty four inclies was adopted.

This wae recommended by him originally, on
the ground that the coun would eventually
be divided into rmlway distriots, each of which
would be served by one company, and that as
esch district would have but little direct com-
munication with the others, a variation or break
of gauge would be no Inconvenlence; that the
west of England would form one of thoss dis-
tricts—a district in which the traffic would be
chiefly passenger traflic—that this traflic woald
be be most satisinctorily conducted by one or
two very large trains daily. On roads whers
the curves were more frequent and sharp,
and the mercantile trafiic bore a larger proper-
tion to the pussenger than on the westexn, Mr,
Brunel sdmitted that a narrow gaoge might be
more advantageovely use, A lew yeam |ater
he #aid* It can have no connection with any
other of the main lines, and the principal branches
were well considered, snd almost lorwmed part of
the orieinal Flm. por can thesa be dependent on
anv other existing lines for the trafiic which they
will bring to the maln trunk, aud tho cotamer-
cinl igolation of this exceptional system was
therefore contemplated and deslgued by the en-

gineer and directors.” This line, therefore, dis-

pocinted itsell from the railway system

of England, and wherever the two ganges ap-

a:hettl cach othedr omm‘nnd. ot o;ourle n.

tenk of gauge, and & pment of passen-

52;: and mnsl:n e, snd also of freight, whether
o ve.

In 1;4; there were ahout 2100 miles of rallway
e o oAb apaps o 10 Loten, ol 140
Were o w 1
of the 0 :’ incher. The magnitude
of the nulsance was admitted, and after a discus-
slon in the House of Commons, Mr. Cobdsu
moved for the appolntment of & commlssion, and

House subsequently unanimously voted

- iy A T
whether in future private actg for the con-

This Is 4 phy- | ot be separate tracks for pessengers and for

inter- |

of the terms ‘“‘connecting” rail- |

ol |

of rallways, ought to

be made for sécuring A uniorm jrosge,
und n Commisgion was v appointed of
‘Ba'lrl‘. a:mu.m_ Npoﬂlfn'i an qProfm

who m e anuary, m‘?.

ty-41x witnesses were examined, including
manazers,
oyes of the
guage,
ut gave

Eeerctarios, a 018,

?mt Western wm‘tn J;vog o‘f the
our were opposed to break of guags,

no opinion &ont width ol guage; :h,m were for
in ediate guage, with no oninion as to uni-
formity; five were for intermediate guage theo-
reticnlly, against broad gusge, was (avora-
ble to uniformity; 'I.'fd lhirtql imntlguﬂinllv and
A narrow gunge, ©COna e improve-
ments already made gd obviated all the dif-
cultieg which the narrow gnage formeriy pre-
seuted, The Commission recommended *‘that
the guage of four feet sight inches and a hall be
docil.reg by the istere to bo the goage te
be used in all public rallways now under con-
struction, or h w be constructed, in
Greal Britain,”

Parllament did not make it compulsory, but
established by the sact of 9 and 10 View (18
Avgust, 1846) (with certain exceptions), the
pu?e of four feet eight inches and hall an inch
m Great Britain, and five fiel three inches
Ireland, and prohibited fhe alteration of the
guage of any rallway tor the conveyance of pas-
tengers,  Certain railways, includlng the Great
Western, using the gu ol #oven and cer-
tain others using & mixed , Were fImong
the exceptions, The mixed guage of that da
consisted of adding to the narrow guage s single
ountside rail, or introducing & single rall between
the rails of the brgad guage. (16 Jurist, 448.)

The great convenience of eutire uniformity of
gunge in the course of a few years became so
obvious that Parlisment finally determined, in
1804, that the nsrrow geage of Hig loches should
be the standard and only guage in England and
SeoMund, with the exceptional bread guage of 84
inches and a permitted mixture of both.

The 83d section 'of the Rallways Constitution
Facilitiea act ol 27 and 28 Victora, ¢, 121 (20th
July, 1864), enacted that *‘Every rallway made
under this act in Eogland or Beotland shall be
made on the gauge of four feel eight inches und
half an inch, unless in any case the certifiealo
provides the meking of the railway un the gauge
of seven feat, or on both those gauges.”

“Every rallway made under this set in Ire
lamli shgll be made on the gnuge of five feet threo
inches,.”

The experience of Great Britain, with all its
lines of railway leading to one great central
point, London, has settied iuto an approvel of
one unilorm narrow gauge, with a permitted
devintion to avolid u destruction of existing pro-
perty to oue broad gavge of seven feet, with a
mixture of gasuges Mmtended to remedy the evil
oceasioned by the unwise, shott-aighted, ageres-
sive, and expensive policy of Mr, Brunel and his
serociates and followere, '

I'he continent has protited by the dear bought
knowledge and expecience of England, and
France, Belgium, the Germani¢ States, and
ltnl_:nh;rc adopted the uniform nawrrow gauge of
b ches.

s"hc mixed gauge in Eogland proves clearly
that the narrow geuge cannot be mierior in real
railway power to the broad gauge for passenger
goods and mneral traflic, aud in all but pussen.
ger traffic it i8 ackunowledged by tne latest
autherities to be superior tor the carriage of
freight of all kinds,

It i¢ much less expensive in construction, and
of courte in keeping in ressir. and the introduc-
tion of another line of rails on the broad gauge
gystem, to enable them to use the narrow gauge
carilages upon it, \mcreases the cost of the road,
and the iron used for that lmrpose on a double
track braad gauge road would lay & thicd track
for the road, which, on some roads, must soon
be dome in that country, to sccommodate the
constantly inerensing rufiway butinesa: for it is
now hecoming & question whether there shall

gund; and mineral traffle, classed by us as
freight.

Whenever this becomes necessary then the
superior advantages of the unilorm nartrow
gauge will be selfevident in the dimnished

deep cuttings and tunnels, and the dmxromuti
cost of the fowndation and superstructure, and
of the rolling stock of the railway.

More than twcntmeun ago an exceptional
gavge of five feet h
rond, but when it reached s narrow

and its engineer changed it to the uniform nar-
TOW gauge of

tive_ of tnis
of 1836; for
rallways can

ay is mot the
the purposes
wanted there

for
is

which

and more than can ever be commercially
beneficinl, A boy may now with fnoeility
¢lean an engine io an hour,which would formerly
take o man o day.” Another eminent eagineer
gald, 1 think the absolute necessity of extend-
ing railwaye, now that every road Is to have a

u“a‘aiun by bramches to every town and every
Yilinge,

" Unfortonately for the Greal Western these
warnings of experienced englueers had no effect
upon Mr. Brunel, a man of maguldcent ideas,
carried out not only on that road, but in the
steamehip Great Hastern, and on the Atmos-
pheric Kallwey, the two last of which were
entire fillures ot a vast cosl to the unfortunate
proprietors, who were led away by his engineer-
ing eloquence. His examinations before com.
mittees of the House of Commons evinced great
readiness, ability, and tact and excellent wnrar.

The stocgheolders, or, to use the BEoglish
pbraze, the shareholders, of the Great Western,
according to their published reports, have sul.
fered greatly, in a pecuniary point ol view, for
:iu-tr relatent determination to retain posses-

on ol the coast of England by their exceptional
gauge, und to separate themselves from the
feuernl rallway system of the country. They

wve thewever, been forced at last, by the im.
possibility of sustaining this contest withont
an eotire cessation of dividends, to become
the virtual proprietors of narrow gauge
roads, aad introduce the mixed gange upon large
portions of (heir line. '"The Great Western,"

vs & leading Rallway journal, **is now as much
8 narrow a8 & broad gauge railway. The Great
Western own at present not only considerable
lamgthe of purely narrow gaunge railway, but
they have leid the narrew inside the {mml.
jorming & mived gauge on & lsrge portion of
their system,” They have n?rl l: 68 MAny narrow
gauge as bread engines, and they are adding to
the narrow gause engines in proportion of three
to one of the broad. The narrow gavge crrl
and wagons far ouinumber the broad gauge, und
thie nuirow gauge currlages and wagons were in-
reased in 1864 In the ﬂmporl,ion of 824 to 11 of
brosd geuge; and the advice tendered to them
Ehy the same journal was graduslly to change

e rallway into a unrrow‘anm road by the
introduction of the third rall, and not rencwing
the outer rail or the broad gauge, but let them
gradually wear out. The narrow @ 18 greatly
pnermbfa for 5 and mineval {rl.ﬂic, and
nearly, il not equal, for passenger traflic,

E‘ha Journalist also ndvised a suspension of
dividends for three or four half years, ws an
econemical method of providing money, and st
the sixtieth hslf-yearly meeting in Beplember
lust, the dividend declared was one per cemt.,
and the stock in December was quoted at 61§,
1 have munexed te this opinlon extracts from
the mcocdlau of that meeting, and from the
ggthl’-{'u f the Great Western

of the
u«f‘ﬁ'.

e loaraed comhsal {oF Lhe dejondant

by one
a8 the eastern lorminos of
ﬁ::e ot The. Bonth Wales Thas
lahes steam and fabr coal, in
(] the Obalrman of Great

| ¥k mineral trade

been introduced on one '
gauge road |
| the inconvenience of break of gauge was found,

said to the shareholders,
from South Wales, especially

in | th
sudde .,,-':?:5.."3 % dtmand for dlookade.

runners,
1t s, therefore, the indisputable result of

British ex firal, that the narrow gange

is preferable o the broad e, not ocly on the

score of commercial conven , but for it

. aperior in maki and working;

sccond, that thas there sh be an ecatirely

uniform gauge over the whole railway system ol

the coumtiry; and third, that therg should, ot

cou be no of ‘mn.

Btate like Pan.nﬂ] vania, croseed and inter-
by chaina of hills aad mountains, where
ag:nn are few and marrow, there onn be no
ubt that the only permismible guage shonld

be the uniform parrow gauge of four feet

elght and & bsll ioches, originally fxed
and ndopted by the Btate uwpon the Colom-
bis Road, which regulated that of the !'eua:il-

vania Rallrond, the Phlhdlll?hh and (ﬁ

Northera Central, Calawlsss, Philadelphia an

ing, Lebanon Valley, North Pennsylvanin,

Philadelphis, Wilmington, and Baltim

mantown Nomstown, and the West

Roads, all leading to and connected with the eity

ol Philadelphia, now covering 130 square mlies

of ferrd » with .a population ol more than

BL0,000 souls,

The State of New York in 1824 had nearly
completed their cnoal from Lake Erie to the
Hudson, which, with the Northesy Canal, con-
necting Lake dhnmplu!n with the eame river,
bad formed their system of State internal ln-
provement, In October, 1825, the Erie Oanal
was finighed, and on the 4th of November, the
first canal boat arrived at New York from Buf-
frlo. 1n 1866, ten years ufierwards, the enlarge-
ment ot the canal with double locks was com-
menced., lIn 1526 a company was incorporated
to constroet a rallway Beheneotady to
Albany, and other cownpunies werc chartered
from 1838 o 1836 to form conmceting roads,
whigh in 16851 were consolidated and tormed the
New York Central Railroad Company.

In 1524 the first canal commissioners in this
State were appolinted, wbo recommended a canul
trom Philadelphia to Pittsburg, with a tunnel ot
four miles through the Mlu&xeny Mounlains,
In 1826 a new board of canal commissioners,
consisting of five persons, was appointed, and
the law amuthorizing the first board was
repealed, By this second act the routes to

examined to the mwnorth and west
started from the city of Philadelphia,
and both the Westorn routes extended to @

Erle, s0 as to connect its waters with those of

the Delaware, Out of tols grew our system of

State Internal Improvement by canal and slack-

water, It wus soon found necesaary to substy.

tuie o railroad for a canal between the Behuyl-
kill and the Busquehanna, and the Portage rond
for the Allegheny tunnel.

Our mistake was in &:fponlug that becavse
New York had construe a continucus canal,
through a neaprly level country, during a period
when the price of labor was low. that we could
effect the eame object at ’; similar expense in a
State crossed by ranges of mountains, and with
n currency gradunlly expanding, and of course
incrensing the cost of labor and muterials. 8o
impertect wus the communieation between
Philadoiphia and Piltsburg, that, mn 1846, the
Penneylvania Railroad wass incorporated to
construct a reilway from Harrisburg to ivts-
burg, eo as to fcrm, wath the Harmsbuarg and
Columbin Roads, a continuous railway between
these two points,

To the stock of this road what is now the city
of Philadelphia subseribed five millions of "dol-
lars, the county of Allegheny ene million, and
the oitnzens of Philadelphia (boginess men and
operatives depending upon their daily lubor for
support) subseribed the balance thai was then
deemed necessary 1o make the rosd. It was, in
fact, & Philadelpha enterprise, deemed nbso-
Jutely neceseary lor its business connections
with the interior snd the West, and it was un-
dertaken at a period when we were just begin-
ning to recover trom one of those finameial col-
}npue& to which we have been periodically sub-
ceted,

By the purchuse of the main line of the publie
warke from the State in 1850, this company be-
eame tho owners of the entire route from Phila-
delpliia to Pitisburg, and were enabled to buid
and complete a double track, first-cluss road,
connecting the waters of the Ohlo with those ol
the Delaware.

The tracks on the Columbia Rallroad were

Ger-
atar

| moved furtner apart, so us to sdmat wider cars,

5{53 inches, saying, “The locomo- |
= locomotive |

addi- |
tional epace w crowd in as much power, |

\* the grest trade of the West
rallway, rather goes to show thag 1t 1s nob wise |
to make these rellways of very large dimen- |
glons,” and particularly with reference to ex- |

for it was the ariginal fault of thus road, and ol
the Reading road, thut the two tracks were
bro.tgght too close together. The Harrisbore
Road was improved; and the Portage Rosd and
all inclined Rm“ and stationary engines were
dispensed with,

It conneots with Cincinnati by the Bteuben-
ville route, croseing the Olio by one of the
most extensive and magniticent iron bridges in
the world; and by other roads with Cleveland,
Ohicago, St. Louls, and Lhe gront West, Thus
asses mto the two
great cities of the Btate, Pittsburg and Phila-
delphia, and themel?{ the conncoting. rallway
now buflding, the iladelphia and Trenton,
and Jersey rosds to New York, without any
traneshipment whatever, :

Duting the Inte Rebellion the Penncylvania
Ratlroad became the great route for the trans-

' portation of troops and munitions to and from

the West aud Bouthwest, aud upen three dafu’
notice, could have furnished at Philadelphia,
Baitimore, or Pitteburg, scconimodations and
cars for the transportatién of an army of 60,000
wen from one point to the other In twenty-four
hours, with all their equipmentis and munitions

of war,

I believe this to be correct, for in 1862 (and
their capacity 18 now greatly incressed) it was
groertained by the sgent of the Camden and
Ampoy Cowmpany, that they ocould trnufort
jrom: Philadelphia to New York in twm- our
hours, by thelr roads and ocanal, an y of
100,000 men, with all their equipments and mu-
nitions of war. They were never called upon to
transport more then men in one day, and
tuis was done io from five to seven hours, with-
out inwrrupting their ordinary travel,

Besides the transportation of the heavy guns
manutactured at Fort Pitt Works, they carried
the big 20+inch gun, twenty-five teot long, weigh-
ing 116,400 pounds, and throwing a solid shot of
1000 pounds, on cars speclally constracted for
the purpose 'hy tbhe Pennsylvanin Raitread Coms-
pany, over their road 10 Harrssborg (245 miles),
und thence by the Lebanon Valley, East Peou-
sylvania, Lelngh Valley, and New Jersey Cen-
tral Rodds to Elizabethport, New Jars a total
distence ef 419 miles, without change br trans.
shipment, or ol gauge.

For the Main Line the oompa? F“c the Blate
$7,000,000, which was increased In 1861 by the
commutstion for the tonnagoe tax, and they in-
creased the annuasl payments to $460,000, which
would extingulgh thewhole debt in 1800, The
amonnt still due the Btate Is $4,700,000, seoured
by bonds which are & llem upon the Main Line,
The city of Philadelphia holds 103,342 shares,
equal at par to $6,147,000, belng $167,000 more
then her originul investment, besides havi
received 2,400,000 in cash, or ita equivalen
over six per cent, on the nal subscription,
Every original stockbolder who Is still one, has
always recelved Fix cent. interest tor his

money, besides the ordinary snd extra dividends
ubove that pereen

The improvements already made and which
are stil

Hmln‘ on the west bank of the
, the

Schuoylkl Junction Road, the tron bridge
over the SBchuylkill, the grain elevator, and the
wharves en the Delaware, attest the ublio spirit
and enterprise of & company whick has added so
L?rgdy to the wealth of my nalive

¥bo city of mﬁh&ru monay interest
in thin road of $6,167 Btate of Penn+
erlvania w 00,000, m. & total of

The

Sunbury snd Erle Rallrosd Compaay wes |

ineorporated by an aot of Assembly of the 84 of
A'prlml'l’ lnbv’urv wod fix nnb’ﬁ for o rail:
way ; by the &:y of Northo

land and Willis to harbor of Erie,
Iv 1658 and 1689 an exploration and survey wore
made by it, aud Lo 1851 the Enstorn and Western
Divigons of the road were isnfn " and
n 1£69 n grest eflort was made to st vitulity
into the corporation.

Under the provisions of an act of 24 March,
1852, on attempt was made by the company to
extend their road to Harrisburg, which was de.
feated by a decleion of the Suprema Court, show-
g a prior right o what fs now the Northarn
Centrad Ruflvond Company (Packer ve, Bunbury
and Erie Rallrond Company. 8 Nortis, 211),

Under an act of the 16th Febguary of the same
Year, anthorizing m and other corpors-
tions toFubsaribe to s , Subsoriptions were

sought from Philadelphia and Erle, and other
connties and boroughs on the route of the road
and upen s favorable report from a Committes of
Councils who vigited Dﬂnhm QOity of Phila-
delphia eubsoribed two mi ol dollars, The
Dstrict of Richwoid subseribed $230,000,
which, m consohdation, into that
of the city. The county of subsoribéd
$200,000, and the City of Erie $300,000, and
these, with some Andividusl subeoriptions,
formed the capital on which operations were
commeneed, and in 1556 o very able Board
found forty miles of road in good running order
Irom Bunbury to Willinmesport, and upwards of
two bundred miles under contract,

By sn sot of 21et of April, 1468, the Siste sold
to the Sunbury and Erfe Rallrend Company, for
3,600,000, ull the public works of the Common-
wenlth remsining unseld upon certain terms,
which sct the Snpreme Court decided to ba con-
stitutional, (Sumbury and Erie Railrond Com-
pany ve, Cooper, § Casey, 278.)

By the acts of 13th April, 1860, and of March,
15861, the indebtedness to the Commonwenlth was
snbstantially changed into s second morigage,
for four willlons of dollars were deposited in
the Btate sinking-lund, the name of the Com-
;ﬁny was altered to that of the Philadelphia and
i#tie Rallroad Company, and they were antbo-
1ized 1o contract with any other rgilroad com-
pany in the Biate in relation fo the completion
und working of the road.

Accordingly, on the 6th of January, 1802, n
contruct. and o 'ense and contract, were entered
into between the Philudelphia and Ene Railroad
Company and the Pennsilvaula Railroad Com-
peny, by which the first-named Company lvased
their road to the second-named Company for the
term of nine hundred sad ninety-nine years,
The whole subject is admirably explaned in the
opirion of my brother Strong, in Oratz vs, the
two companics, b Wright, 447, sffirming the con-
stitutiopality of the act of March, 1841, and
{he validity ot the contracts by the twe com-
panies,

The trains commenoced rununing thvough on
the 17th October, 1864, although the Yoad wans
incomplete in its equipments. These two roads
therelore have carried out by land-carriage the
original intentions of the framers of the aot of
1826, to couneet the city of Philadelpnia with
Pistsburg and Lake Erie by the main line and
west branch canala,

In this Road the State has four milllons of
dollars, the Cily of Philadelphia two million twe
bundred and fGity thousand dollars, aud
the city and county of Eric five hundred thouo.
sund dollars, and boih roads are Pennsyivania
enferprises, pouring the trade and commeice of
the West directly into the lap of the commereial
metropclis of the State,

The Central Ratlrond of New York, from Albany
to Buflulo, has 4 [ect 84 inches guuge, and I be.
liove tke rouds north of it, and east ol the Hud-
eon, including the New England States, have the
game unilorm uuﬁe. wilhh the e:eeplim: ol the
rond from Foi y Joining the Grand Trunk of
Crimaga. which hus the Canadian guage of 6 foot
G Inches,

The ordinary gsuge in New Jersey is 4 feet
10 inches, but the Now Jorsey Central has the
4 fect 8§-inch guage, with a third rail to accom-
modate the Delaware, Lackawanna, and
Westerp, By improvements in machinery the
— ¢ars of the narrow goage cen rou
upon the New Jersey roads,

The New York snd Eric Road was planned
a4 far back as 1832, and tue purpose was to
construct a rallread from New York to Lake
Erie, through the southern tier of counties,
entirely upon New York goll, and the Compsany
was  restricted from connecting with any
ratlroad either of the State of Pennsylvaula
or New Jersey, or leading into either of the
sad Btates, without the consent of the Legis-
lature of the Biate of New York on pain ot for-
feiting the En“ﬁ and privileges conferred
upon it, The rond was commenced at Pied-
mont, on the west bank of the Hudson river,
near the New Jersey State line, and aiter fruit-
less efforts to find an available line withont
passing  through Pennsylvania, they waore
allowed to construct their road through Busque-
hanna and Pike coonties by two acts of Asseimn-
bly, pasicd the 16th February, 1841, and 26ch
March, 1846,

In a stwilar way, it becoming neeeasary lo
sceure o terminng opposite the cicy of New York,
instead of depending upon steambouts from P ed-
mont, by varlous leases and contracts with New
Jersey Rallroad Companies, sanctioned by the
Legislature of that SBtate, they were euabled o
secure n termiuus on the west bank of the Hud-
ton, at Jersey City,

In oue of these agreementa it s expressly
stated that the object of lasing oune rail on cach
gido of the present tracks of the rosd ol the Mew
Jersey Railroad and Transportation Compihy,
0 a8 1o form +in conjunction wilh one rail of
ench track, two tracks of fiva feet wide, is for
the pu ol enabling the Néw York and Erie
Eallroad Company to run the oars and engines
of the snid company from their road at Bufferins,
acrose New Jersey, until st or near the Hudson
river at Jerscy Clty, without change, delay, or
obstruction.

Under a decree of foreclosurs of & mortgase
executed by the said company, o gale sanctioned
by acts of the Legislatures of New York, New
Jersey, and Penosylvania, all the property and
tranchises of the New York and Ervie Rulioad
Company became vested in the present Erie Rail
way Company.

'he guage of this road ls six feet. am exoep-
tional one not vsed in England ner in Canada,
and In very few instances in the United States,
It ecoupied the whole gouthern line of the State
of New York, and no roed north or south of it,
whether in New York, New Jorsey, or Pennayl-
vania, oould mechanically connect with it, ex-
cept one of the same guage, thus practically
reiuging all puch connection with all the roads
previously construrted in those Btates, Instead,
thexetore, of the New York Central connecuung
by any lolervening road with the Erie, they are
entlrely disconnected, tor (he cars and engines
ol one rosd cannot run upon the other,

The Erie Road is, theretore, an esslve rdld,

reventing 4l communication with and throngh
it of the roads on each side, which can only in-
tersect and not connect with 1it, there being no
accommodation for the narrow gauge line, If,
for instance, you haye freight from Albany to
Rochester igned for Avon, Genesee, Mount.
morris, or any sonthern polnt, there ir an entire
break of gauge and transbhipment at Rochosver,
which weu sllh“: bl;ljl. : by "ugt:a
COFRATY the ro o
WEré DArTow uge roads, and entire uni-
formity of gauge provailed. In England the
New York Countrel has been compared lo
the London and Northwestern Raillway, and
the Erle to the Great Western, the effects ol

hose broad loy we have plready seen-
;hsclfmo this 1?:.'&- to make our cousl
(for whigh the narrow wange s 1y,

tied) conn with it, such a4 the
and l-w:ha. Luh::m and Weatern, ox-
vo ronds of gix foet nxh B COrTes.
ﬁ“l’ expensive and equip-

of New York, Feansyivani, sad. Obio, 1he maln

ling of the Atlantic and Great W
ors ut A
Salamanes,

oM~
netion with the Erie Kallway at
dld miles from New York, and rans

in & south ly dircction 388 miles to Day-
ton, Oho, ve. not been hed
with the New York charter, only

with the the third eection ol the Ohio char-
tory, npd I have not the dates of eiither, and
1 do nat know their pro*lllom. The charter of
the Atlantic and fireat Wostern Rallrosd Come
sylvapin, is to be found in four
, of 20th May, lBﬁT,JP. L. B01)3
1, 18068, (P, L. 5009: 10th March, 1859,
(P, L, 125); and March, 1805, (P. L. 040);
ml? the length of the rond In this State is
miles,

The main line (which i a sivgle line) at Doy«

ton connects & rallroad 10 Clnclonati, &
narrow gauge road, which bas put down a broad
guuge ‘st track (rails on either gide of

narrow gauge raile), to
tic and Grent Western trafiic. It thete jolns the
Ohio and Miselesi Rallroad (broad gauge),
terminating st 81, Louis,

sIn the report of Mr, Forbes (who waa sent (o
this country to lmspect the road) to the Londou
Board of Uentrel of the Atlantic and Greas
Wesiern HRallwag, on the 23d of November 1as
he says:—“By means of the threo associat
Companies, the New York and Erie, the Atlantie
and Great Western; and thie Ohio and Misiesippl,
o new and unhroken commuuication, 1200 miles
in length, on the #ix foot gauge, has been
opened between New York, Cincinnatl, and St.
Louis, and betweon the Atiantic seaboard and
the Ohio and Misslesippl rivers.”

Amongst the branches of the main line, as
appears by the New York certificates of cungoli-
dation, there is o separate corporation called the
Bufialo Extension of the Atlantic and Great
Western Railway ('ompm{‘. who are constriucts
ing a road from Randolph, near Balsmanca, to
Euffalo, of the six foot guage.

| London Bosard of Contral ;3 The Atlantic and
Great Western being bullt by English eapital
and controlled in London, it was stated at the
same meeling ol boud and sharebolders in Noe
vember by the President of the London Beard
of Controd, ‘“We are met here wo day for friendly
explunations.

“1 1elt it my duty when I took the Posll'ion of
Chalrman of the Looadon Board of Control to
require certain things to be done, The firet was
that all money should be gent over to London,
that we might kaow what we earned, that is,
lorly per cent, ol the receipts.,” It is not, there-
fore, eingular that the 1||r|m':ip~nl iuformation ns
to this rand is to be gleaned irom English rail-
rond journals, The road 18 spoken or as feed ing
the faie with preat sdditional traflic to New
York, and it is sald “‘under the cironmstances it
18 nof surpniaing Lo learn that the Erie Company,
which will doultless derive & great benefit from
the Atlantic and Great [Western, has engaged to
supply roliing slock to 1no smount ol five mil-
Lious of dollaxs for the purpose of the through
traflic between New York and Cinclnnati,” and
this enrngomem *43 beiog faithiully and eners
gatical 5 fulilled by that (Frie) Company, and
the road i&smd to be “promoted by a number of
leading Englishmen,” & techuleal term 1a Eog-
land desipnating the planner or originators ol n
COmpany.

Iuaddition to the report of Mr. Forbes to the
Loundon Board of Control, there was wlso a de-
tafled report on the 29th ot May lust by Mr,
Mos¢ley, an Enghsh Engineer, sent out to fne
spect the road,

An enthusisstic genileman at the November
meeting, eatd, “It wes the interest of every
gentleman inthe room to promote omigration
to the tar West upon n very large soale, as
thelr traflic would be inoressed by sddinon to
thie populstion. The more Euglish people went
over there the better. The people inthe great
Weet wounld understand how necossary a fros
trade was fo thelr advaniage and develop-
ment, Every Epglishman wasa missionary of
Free Trade.’

The Ollo Atlantle and Great Western Coms
any. at & meeting of their Btockholders on the

iith Beptember, 18656, adopted the jolut consoli=

dation movemont, the same was done the same
day by the Pennsylvania Company, and the two
New York Compunles tollowed sutt, on the 14tk
aud 10th of the same wonin,

Certitieates wore vroduced from the Seorotae
ries of State of the Btates of Oblo and New York,
of the filing of the spreéoment or o copy in thelr
respective offices, but neue from the Secretary
ol the Commonwealth of this State, but in lien
thereof a letter trom him declining to file it,
adding, by the advice of the Attorney-Geueral,
M1, Meredith,” and [ have therelore no evidence
ol the exisence of the new corporation. The
necessily of the filing Lo create the new corpora-
tion is distinetly recognized in the certiicate or
ngreement of consolidation itself.

The act of the Btate of Ohio I8 entitled “An
Act to authorize the Comsolidation of Rollroad
Companies of Blates adjolning, in certain cases,
and to authorize sRailroad Companies in this
Stute to extend their roads into adjcining
Siates,” aud was passed 10th Aprll, 18566 (50 vol.
P, Lawe, p. 141).

This wet authorlzed any railroad company in
the Btute whose line of rowd extended to the
boundury line of the State, or to any polat either
in or out ol this State, to consolidate 18 capital
slock with tho stock of uny railroad in mn adjoin.
fug Btate, the line of whose road has been made
“to the same powmnt and where the several ronds
g0 unite as to form a conttmuous line for the
passage of cars: Provided that roads running to
the batk of any niver which is not bridged shall
be held 1o be continuous under this net.” This
act would authorizé a conselidation with a
I‘endn}lmnh road, but not with a New York
road.

Qur act which was the subject of an unplea-
gant ipvestigniion, which hus cast a shade of
suspicion over it, was passed at the instuues of
the Atlantio and Great Western, and is p genersl
law applicable to all companies embraced within
ita teams. There are words omitted in 1ts first
section whick makes nonsense of It; but suppos-
Iing it to mean the consolidation of the capital
stock of & Penueylvanie Rallroud Company with
similar compauiss In other States, “‘whenever
the two or more tgilrouds of the companies or
corperations o to be tconsolidaled anall, or may
torm @ continuous hne of railrond with ench
uther, or by rucans of any intervening ra lroad.
Provided, That raflronds termhniting on the
banks of any river which nare, or may be con-
nected by terry or sotherwise, shall be deemed
continuqus under this pet.” The interpretation

‘of “any intervening rauroad” was intended to
include the Buffalo Extension.,

This wet would suthorize consslidation with
the Ohio spd New York companies, ir the follow-

£ proviso, contempinting the ?lumum- of similar
general lnws by the States taking advantace of
i, was complied with:—*And provided further,
That nothing in this et contained, shall be
taken to avthorlze the consolidation of anv coms
funy or corporation of this Commonweslth with

hut of ung 0 State whose laws shall not
suthorize the consolidation.”

I can bave fio doubtof the intention of the
Le;ﬂslstum who were dealing with our sister
States upon terma of entive reciprooity. Our act
was passed 24th Moreh, 1865 (P, Laws, p, 40).

On the 2uth April, 15856, the Legislature of New
York passed, not a general law, but a private
special set to nuthorize the consolidation of The
Atlantie and Grest Western Railroad Compaeny,
in New York, und the Buffule Extension of the
Atlantio and Great Western Rallway Company
with eertain other Railroad companies.

This act v cxpresaly confloed to the mﬁ
in olher

modate the Atlans

the two New York companies, and

words are genersl as te the comp)

Btates with whom the conﬁﬂlh.
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